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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 

September 6, 2018 

 

The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, September 6, 2018, was called to 

order at 3:08 pm by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., 

Government Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Anita Dodd, Sue Henderson, Richard Chichester, David Rodriguez, and Ryan 

Lovell 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jane Conner 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Lindsey Marr and Eva Campbell 

 

GUESTS PRESENT:  Irma Clifton and Glenn Trimmer 

 

Ms. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:08 p.m. and asked Mr. Lovell to call roll. She stated they had a 

quorum with 5 members present.  

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mr. Trimmer asked if the Stafford County Historical Commission had anything in the works similar to the 

Fredericksburg City Archeological Ordinance.  

 

Ms. Dodd replied she was a part of the group working on that. She stated they were not trying to mirror the 

City’s Ordinance because there were many differences between Stafford County and Fredericksburg City. 

She stated they have had an Archeological Ordinance in committee for a few years, and it has just recently 

been revisited with discussion of getting it out of committee.  

 

Mr. Trimmer asked if Stafford County would issue a public notice if the Archeological Ordinance made it 

out of committee. 

 

Ms. Dodd replied it would go through the same process as all proposed ordinances, first it would go through 

the Planning Commission and then to the Board of Supervisors.  

 

Ms. Clifton gave the Commission an update on Shelton Cottage. She stated it’s in good shape, the floors 

were waxed, baseboards have been replaced, and where the floor buckled it had been fixed. She stated no 

decision had been made on where to store the furniture from Shelton Cottage. She was told Parks and 

Recreation would store it, but they changed their mind and decided they could not store it, so Ms. Clifton has 

it all in her yard.  

 

Ms. Henderson asked if Parks and Recreation contacted Ms. Dodd about a meeting regarding the flood plan 

for Shelton Cottage.  

 

Ms. Dodd replied she had not heard from them.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated she was annoyed they had not been contacted for a meeting.  

 

Ms. Henderson and Ms. Dodd discussed how they could get a meeting with Parks and Recreation to figure 

out a better flood plan for Shelton Cottage.  

 

Ms. Clifton stated she was also upset with Parks and Recreation regarding the handling of Shelton Cottage.  
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Ms. Dodd asked Ms. Clifton who her contact in Parks and Recreation was.  

 

Ms. Clifton replied Reggie Perkins. 

 

Ms. Henderson stated she did not feel Mr. Perkins was the right person for the Historical Commission to 

address. She stated Mr. Perkins was the person who takes care of park maintenance. 

 

Ms. Clifton stated she just wanted to make sure Shelton Cottage was protected.  

 

Ms. Henderson reiterated she wants the opportunity to discuss the Parks and Recreation’s game plan for 

future flooding. She stated there were a lot of willing and available volunteers, who would mobilize very 

quickly to help protect and salvage historical sites if they were alerted in time.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated this was a small part of a bigger problem with Parks and Recreation’s maintenance of 

historical sites and properties. She stated they are not being maintained and cared for as they should be, with 

the root of the problem being a lack of monetary funds dedicated to the preservation of historical sites and 

properties. 

 

Ms. Henderson stated there needed to be a conversation with Parks and Recreation to change this, because 

county-owned historical, invaluable assets were left unprotected and severely damaged and there is still no 

plan to prevent this in the future.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she would like to have Parks and Recreation come to a Historical Commission meeting so 

that it can be discussed.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she would talk to Ms. Baker about getting the director of Parks and Recreation to the 

next meeting.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 

 

Mr. Mink gave the Commission an update on the work being done on the Civil War Database update. He 

stated he needs to incorporate all the comments, polish everything up, look for typos, check for a consistent 

format between them all, and then he can bind and submit a final product.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if the information on Quantico was settled.  

 

Mr. Mink stated he received one report from them and that was it. He stated Ms. Baker had that report if the 

Commission wanted to see it.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if Mr. Mink was going to incorporate the Quantico report into his report.  

 

Mr. Mink replied he wasn’t sure because it wasn’t County property. He stated the intent was for this to be a 

“living document” and that new information could be added as it came to light. He stated he was hoping for 

it to be submitted by January 1, 2019.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated she enjoyed reading all the information.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she felt this would be a helpful document for the Planning Department.  
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Mr. Mink said he had discussed adding the information into the County’s GIS program with Ms. Baker and 

that they were hoping to be able to do that at some point.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if Mr. Mink used the Scheel Map in any way.  

 

Mr. Mink replied that he did not; he views it as a secondary source.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she was very familiar with the process Mr. Scheel uses to create his maps and that it is fairly 

accurate.  

 

The Commission discussed the Scheel Map in further detail.  

 

2. Telecommunications Tower, 453 Lendall Lane, Section 106 Review 

 

Ms. Dodd asked the members of the Commission if they had a chance to review the letter regarding the 

Telecommunications Tower on 453 Lendall Lane.  

 

The Commission discussed the location and height of the tower.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated Belmont would be the nearest historical site to the tower.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated if the tower was going to be 285 feet tall, it would be visible from any location in 

Falmouth and Chatham.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated Ms. Baker might ask them to provide a model showing what the tower will look like.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated it would be around power lines and other similar structures, so it wouldn’t be a unique 

structure to that area. She stated that she wasn’t entirely sure what the telecommunications was asking of the 

Historical Commission. She stated she thinks they’re asking the Commission to be a consulting party once 

they finish their report.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated she thinks the company wants the Commission to voice any concerns they may have 

now, before they get further along into the project.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she thinks they should respond telling the company the Commission would like to be a 

consulting part and be updated on the project’s process.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated she thought they already had a process for that and was a little confused.  

 

Ms. Dodd replied there was no hard and fast rule guaranteeing they will see those reports.  

 

Mr. Chichester suggested they write a letter stating appreciation they have been approached as a consulting 

party.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated she thought Ms. Baker could let the company know the Commission’s thoughts. She stated 

Ms. Baker had gotten them an extension past the 30 days referenced in the letter. 

 

The Commission further discussed the location and potential archeology of the proposed tower site. They 

agreed the project would probably be completed but they would like to remain a consulting party.  

 

Mr. Rodriguez asked about what would be on top of the tower.  
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Ms. Dodd replied that it would need to have some sort of light so that airplanes could see it at night.  

 

Ms. Henderson added there would also be the AT&T antennae.  

 

Mr. Rodriguez asked how tall those antennas were.  

 

Mr. Lovell responded it would be 10 feet tall.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if Ms. Baker had ever been able to find out what happens to these towers when they become 

obsolete.  

 

Ms. Campbell replied that she would check on that with Ms. Baker.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

3. Secondary Structures 50 Years and Older 

 

Ms. Dodd stated they were waiting on more information from Ms. Baker to discuss this further. She stated 

the Commission had decided on the wordage they all liked. She stated they might not need to wait for Ms. 

Baker’s input and they could just insert the wordage into their by-laws themselves. She explained how the 

Zoning Ordinance states the Historical Commission can change their own by-laws. She stated they would 

take care of that at the next meeting.  

 

4. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations 

 

Ms. Dodd stated they were waiting for Ms. Baker to help them figure out a way to get proposed Ordinance 

O06-47 out of committee and back in front of the Board of Supervisors.  

 

Mr. Lovell stated they were also waiting to hear back from Ms. Baker as to whether or not a conditional use 

permit would initiate a Phase I.  

 

 

ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 

 

Mrs. Clifton stated she had three more issues she wanted to address. She stated the Falmouth Bible she 

previously reported to be damaged beyond repair in the flooding of Shelton’s Cottage was in better shape 

than she thought. She stated that a cell phone tower in the middle of Fredericksburg’s skyline ruins the view 

of the city from Chatham. She requested the Commission consider that. She stated she does not like the idea 

of a park replacing Falmouth Beach similar to what Fredericksburg is doing with their “Riverfront Park”. 

She stated she hopes the Commission will ask the Parks and Recreation Director what the plan is for 

Falmouth Beach.  

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Dodd stated she and Ms. Henderson had a lengthy discussion regarding historic preservation in Stafford 

County. She stated they felt the Commission should become more vocal in front of the Board of Supervisors 

regarding what they think will help better the historic preservation of the County. She stated she felt 

speaking in front of the Board would be more powerful than each Commission member speaking to their 

Board member privately. 

 

Mr. Chichester stated he felt privately speaking with Board members was more effective in his opinion. 
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Mr. Rodriguez agreed with Mr. Chichester.  

 

Ms. Dodd agreed that was also effective but she did feel Commission members getting in front of the Board 

at public meetings would also be helpful. 

 

Ms. Clifton stated that the Board and Planning Commission meetings are televised, so you could reach more 

than just who is physically attending the meeting. She stated she finds it appalling that Stafford County 

doesn’t have a historic preservation planner and she used to go to the Board Meetings and vocalize that. She 

stated if she had Commission members with her, she would have been taken more seriously.  

 

Ms. Dodd stated the Historical Commission and the Planning and Zoning Department have both requested to 

reinstate the historical preservation position. 

 

Ms. Henderson stated she felt it would be more effective to only speak before the Board if they have a 

specific issue or reason.  

 

Mr. Rodriguez stated not everyone on the Commission would be an effective messenger, and that the person 

speaking to the Board should be comfortable doing so.  

 

Ms. Campbell stated the position of historic preservation planner has been on the Planning and Zoning 

Department’s list for years.  

 

Mr. Rodriguez stated if the entire Commission went to the meeting that would be most effective.  

 

Ms. Henderson asked if each member should compile a list of what they feel to be the most worthy issues 

that need to be brought before the Board, and email that list to Ms. Dodd before the next Commission 

meeting.  

 

The Commission agreed to do that.  

 

Ms. Dodd asked if any other members had a report.  

 

REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  

 

Ms. Henderson stated she was waiting for a copy of the Scheel Map.  

 

Mr. Chichester brought up a fund from about 10 years ago for the Historical Society that came from 1-2% of 

Stafford County’s tourism income. He stated that the fund was cut off and he and the rest of the Historical 

Society would like to see it reinstated because they have plans for a Stafford County Historical Museum.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated she was unclear where the line was between the Stafford Museum Foundation Board 

and the Historical Society. 

 

Mr. Chichester stated he thinks they’re doing the same thing.  

 

Ms. Henderson stated there was often confusion between the Museum Foundation Board, the Historical 

Society, and the Historical Commission.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
July 5, 2018 
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Mr. Lovell made a motion to approve the minutes from July 5, 2018. 

 

Ms. Henderson seconded the motion.  

 

The motion passed 5-0. (Jane Conner was absent) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business to discuss, Ms. Dodd adjourned the meeting at 4:16 p.m. 


